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UCLA Water Polo Enjoys Eighth National Title

Bruins defeat Princeton and Stanford to win UCLA's record 95th NCAA championship

UCLA's 7-6 loss to Stanford in the finals of the con-
ference tournament on November 28 snapped its
18-match winning streak, which began back on
September 25. The Bruins went 12-0 in October
and began November 5-0.The streak (fifth long-

With thrilling overtime victories against third-  est in school history) was the longest since the
2004 UCLA Schedule/Results seeded Princeton and top-seeded Stanford, the ~ 1989-90 Bruins ran off 19 straight victories. Dur-
Overall: 25-3, MPSF: 8-0 UCLA men’s water polo team clinched its eighth  ing the streak, UCLA outscored its opponents
Date Opponent Time/Score national championship last Sunday at the Avery ~ 171-93.
9/4 Wasko Scrimmage Aquatic Center in Palo Alto, California. The Bruins, Six Bruins Named All-MPSE ..
9/5 Alumni Game who received an at-large bid into the NCAA Final The Mountain Pacific Sports Federation, on
9/10 vs.U.S. NavyW, 14-4 Four, narrowly escaped an upset in Saturday’s Wednesday, December 2, announced that six
@ US. Air Force W,9-3 semifinal match by defeating Princeton 7-5.0n 0| A water polo players had received all-confer-
9/16 Cal Baptist W,21-8 Sunday, UCLA battled the nation's top-ranked o accolades Receiving first team honors were
9/18 #Pepperdine W, 11-4 team through two overtime periods and eventu- senior attacker Brett Ormsby and senior goal-
#Cal Baptist W, 17-5 ally prevailed with the title, 10-9. keeper Joseph Axelrad. Junior center defender
919 #Stanford L,8-7 The Title Match... Michael March was named to the second team
#California L.10-9 Inthe first overtime period, Stanford gained con-  and senior attacker Albert Garcia to the third.
9/25 @ UC rvine W.6-4 trol at 1:56 when Thomas Hopkins found the back ~ Senior center Ted Peck and senior attacker Josh
1072 Navy ) W.8-3 of the net from just outside four meters.The Bru-  Hewko were given honorable mention acco-
ig; § iﬂ(slérvme w ;Oég ins struck right back at 1:45 when Brett Ormsby  lades.
10/3 iStanford W‘110-9 on) icored hls sgcond goal of the game for.the .8-8 Ormsby Tabbed By Conference Again...
ie.Heading into the second overtime period tied, UCLA senior attacker Brett Ormsby was named
1079 LoyolaMarymount W, 15-7 Stanford took a 9-8 lead at 1:54 with another ex- : 4 .
10710 UC Santa Cruz W, 15-2 tra-man goal from Peter Varellas. But the Bruins the MPSF/Mikasa Co-Player of the Week for his
10/16 @ California* W,10-6 9 o o contributions to the Bruins' victories over No. 3
1017 @ pacific* W.12-4 foughtback again Wlth_Ted Peck's first goal of the USC and No.5 UC Irvine during the week of Nov.
@ UC Davis W,7-5 match after UCLA received a 6-on-5 advantage 14 ormgpy 3 three-time All-American, notched
10/24  @Pepperdine* W.7-6 of its own. Logan Powell s'cored the champion- 5 oo mhined seven goals over the weekend, in-
10/30 %Stanford* W, 7-4 ship-winning goal with 0'1_3 remaining after a cluding four in the Bruins' 6-4 win over the Tro-
10/31  LongBeach State* W, 11-6 Josh Hewko 6-on-5 shot sa||eo_| off the ar‘ms of jans and another three against the Anteaters on
11/6 UCSantaBarbara* W, 165 Stanford goalie Chad Taylor and into Powell's pos- Sunday. The announcement marked the eighth
11/13 @ Usc* W, 6-4 :ierfls(n,lc()jr:iEtl;slZzopt:setf'lt?\(;tggglﬁlc;aglor againbutthis  gime that the Cajon,CaIifornia,. natiye haq been
11/14 UC Irvine* W,7-6 bestowed the honor and the third time this sea-
11/26 ~vs,UC SantaBarbara W, 6-1 Bruins at the MPSF Tournament... son.
11/27 AUC Irvine W,10-6 The Bruins finished second at the MPSF tourna- Goalkeeper Joseph Axelrad Awarded By Con-
11/28 AStanford L,7-6 ment, played November 26-28, after being upset ¢, o
12/4 $Princeton W, 7-5(0T) 7-6 by No. 2 Stanford in the title match on Sun- ;5| A senior goalkeeper Joseph Axelrad was
12/5 $stanford wio9(or) || day evening. Earlier in the weekend, UCLA dis- .\ the MPSF/Mikasa Co-Player of the Week
patched eighth-seeded UC SantaBarbara6-1and  fo, s contributions to the Bruins' victories over
$- NCAA Final Four at Stanford fifth-seeded UC Irvine 10-6.n all three matches, No. 2 Stanford and No.9 Long Beach State, the
" - MPSF Tournament at Stanford senior attacker Brett Ormsby netted two goals,  ference reported November 2. Axelrad,a 2003
#-at SoCal Tournament (hosted by USC) bringing his season total to anear-career high 67. 1 yrapje Mention All-American and third-team
- at NorCal Tournament (hosted by UOP) Fellow senior Albert Garcia contributed three | \ipse selection, tied a career high with 14
% - Home match played at Rose Bowl Aquatic goals over the weekend as did senior Josh Heyvko. saves, including his 300th career, in UCLA's 7-4
Semer Goalkeeper Joseph Axelrad no.tched.a combined victory over The Cardinal last Saturday. The Stu-
- Denotes MPSF Conference Game 31savesinthe three matches,includingacareer- i City native later contributed seven more
Bold indicates home match played at high tying 14 against the Anteaters on Saturday. stops in the Bruins' 11-6 win over Long Beach
Sunset Canyon Recreation Center
The Streak... State on Sunday. Axelrad has now held oppo-

nents to six goals or less over the last seven
matches.

UCLA Wins NorCal Tournament...
With wins over Navy, UC Irvine,USC and Stanford
on October 2 and 3, UCLA won the NorCal Tour-
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Final Bruin Stat Leaders

Goals Scored

Brett Ormshy ......coocvvmnrvvinnnrrieinnens 70
Josh HEWKO ..o, 27
Michael March ... 26
Albert Garcia
David Pietsch .......cccooevievviserinnnins 19
Assists

Albert Garcia .........cccooovervinneriveriiennn. 24
Brett Ormsby . e 23
Logan Powell ...... o 21
Michael March ... 18
JOSh HEWKO ..o 15
Steals

Brett Ormsby ... 30
Michael March .........ccoeeeriverriieenns 25
Peter Belden ....... e 22
Joseph Axelrad .. . 15
Two tied at ..o, 14

Goalkeeping Saves GAA

Joe Axelrad 188 5.83

Will Didinger 25 4.00
2004 Men's Water Polo

Numerical Roster

# Name Pos.

1 Joseph Axelrad GK

1 Will Didinger GK

1 Matt Kellogg GK

2 Ted Peck Ctr.

3 Chris Pulido Ctr.D

4 Peter Belden Att.

5 Albert Garcia Att.

6 Brad Greiner Ctr.D

7 Thomas Foley Att.

8 John Blanchette Att.

9 Cameron Smith Att.

10 Brett Ormsby Att.

11 Josh Hewko Att.

12 David Pietsch Ctr.D

13 James Palmer Att.

14 Logan Powell Att.

15 Grant Zider Ctr.

16 Tim Cherry Ctr.D

17 Michael March Ctr.D

18 Justin Johnson Utl.

20 Marco Santos Ctr.

21 Brian Jacobs Att.

22 Matt Jacobs Att.

23 Tyler Krikorian Att.

Head Coach: Adam Krikorian (6th yr.)
Assistant Coach: Matt Armato (4th yr.)
Undergrad Assistant: Brandon Brooks

nament title for the second time in three years .
Highlights from the successful weekend included
senior Brett Ormsby's 200th career goal and a
thrilling overtime victory against Stanford in the
title game.

Brett Ormsby Receives Second MPSF/Mikasa
Player of the Week Consideration...

UCLA senior attacker Brett Ormsby was awarded
his second MPSF/Mikasa Player of the Week
honor after leading his Bruin teammates in an
upset of top-ranked Stanford 10-9 in overtime to
win the Northern California Invitational Tourna-
ment Championship at Pacific on October 3.
Ormsby scored six goals in the four UCLA wins
to get him over the 200-goal career markinclud-
ing three in the title game against the Cardinal.
Ormsby also contributed three assistsand seven
steals on the weekend while earning four ejec-
tions.

Brett Ormsby Named MPSF/Mikasa Player of
the Week for September 12...

UCLA senior attacker Brett Ormsby received
MPSF/Mikasa Co-Player of the Week honors for
his contributions to the Bruins' victories over
Navy and Air Force on September 10. Ormsby, a
three-time All-American, tied a career high with
six goals in UCLA's season-opening 14-4 win over
Navy and later contributed another score in the
Bruins'9-3 win against Air Force.

Head Coach Adam Krikorian

One of the youngest and winningest coaches in
collegiate water polo,and a bastion of UCLA wa-
ter polo as a player and a coach, Adam Krikorian
concludes his sixth season as head coach for both
the men’s and women’s programs and his 13th
season with the Bruin water polo program. After
sharing the head coaching duties with Guy Baker
for two seasons in 1999 and 2000, Krikorian re-
cently completed his fourth season alone at the
helm of the two programs. A winner of ten na-
tional championships as a player and a coach,
Krikorian has amassed a 117- 33 record in his six
seasons with the UCLA men’s team. The Bruins'
2004 title marks Krikorian’s first as the sole head
coach.On October 2,2004,Krikorian notched his
100th career win with the men’s team. He is tied
with UC Irvine’s Ted Newland for most NCAA
championships won by an active head coach
with three.

Post-Championship Quotes

UCLA Head Coach Adam Krikorian

"Itis one of the best feelings in the world (to win
an NCAA title). I'm so happy for these seniors.
They are an unbelievable group of young men.
They work so hard and it is about them.l wanted
to win for them.That was one of the most coura-
geous efforts | have ever coached, and maybe
even seen as a sports fan.Our guys are in incred-
ible physical condition.| worked them extremely
hard for two years. It is a testament to their cour-
age today. Joe (Axelrad) is one of the best guys |

have ever known. |t couldn't have happenedtoa
better guy. He loves that challenge.”

UCLA sophomore Logan Powell on his game
winning goal

"It was a rebound off Josh Hewko's shot, and it
landed in my hand and I knew | could put it away.
We had three players ejected and | was the next
guy in line to play.| was in the right place at the
right time."

UCLA senior goalkeeper Joseph Axelrad
"Part of UCLA water polo is placing a huge pre-
mium on defense. Stanford played fantastic of-
fense, but our defense was up to the challenge.|
can't give enough credit to our guys. We played
great defense. Tony (Azevedo) is easily the best
player | have had the privilege to play against.
The overtime rattled our nerves, but we were able
to calm down.We knew that in overtime we were
in better shape than our opponent.We couldn't
be happier on the way we won. Anytime you beat
Stanford you have to be happy.When we lost last
weekend to Stanford (MPSF Tournament), it left
an incredibly bitter taste in our mouths."

2004 - A Season To Remember

The Bruins capped off one of the most remark-
able seasons in UCLA water polo history on Sun-
day by capturing the program’s eighth national
title in what has already been referred to as one
of the most thrilling title games in the history of
NCAA water polo.The national champion Bruins
finished the 2004 campaign with a remarkable
25-3 record, good for an .893 winning percent-
age, the best since 1972. UCLA also won the
Mountain Pacific Sports Federation regular sea-
son title by completing just its third perfect (8-0)
conference schedule. UCLA sat atop the national
rankings with the number one spot for eight con-
secutive weeks, beginning on October 6. The
2004 Bruins also did something no other water
polo team has done since 1990; they pieced to-
getheran 18-match winning streak.Beginning on
September 25 with a 6-4 victory over UC Irvine,
the then-third-ranked Bruins went on to win the
NorCal Tournament the following weekend and
would not lose again until the finals of the MPSF
tournament on November 28.UCLA definitively
demonstrated their place atop the rankings as
throughout the course of the season the Bruins
defeated the nation’s top four teams, California,
USC and Stanford, a total of six times in nine
matches, including victories at each of those
schooals. The Bruins will say good-bye to six se-
niors this year, all of whom started on the 2004
national championship squad. The class, which
makes up Krikorian's first recruiting class while
alone at the helm of the program, includes goal-
keeper Joseph Axelrad, Peter Belden, Albert
Garcia, Josh Hewko, Brett Ormsby and Ted Peck.
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